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BEE is, above all, a success story. A group of parents in South West France, who wanted their
children to continue to enjoy elements of UK education and culture, started a small group 18
months ago and this has gone from strength to strength since its launch in 2008.

Every Wednesday, 60 children, from their different French schools, come together to benefit from
the classes and activities now in place - ranging from classes and clubs for 2 year olds to iGCSE
classes for 14 -16 year olds.

Whilst catering mainly to the needs of English-speaking children, there are also classes in English for
French children and the project is a real
collaboration with its French hosts. The Head
teacher of a small village school, with the backing of
the Mayor, allows BEE to take over the facilities
every Wednesday - when French schools shut for the
day. The school, set in wonderful countryside, may
be small but it has a forward-looking Head, and
amazing facilities which include the latest in
educational technology.

Victoria Sauron, at only 29 and with two small

Small class sizes enable individual attention children, is President of the association - which is

non-profit making - important to the group so that

its benefits are affordable to as many parents as possible. She has worked tirelessly to get BEE up
and running and to ensure that it works in partnership with the French system and regulations.

She said she was inspired to do it by what she wanted for her own children, as they grow up. Whilst
her husband is French, she wanted to ensure that their
children enjoyed those aspects of UK culture which she had =
enjoyed as a child. Of BEE she commented:
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“We are thrilled to be able to provide many of the
advantages of an international school, while enabling
children to be fully integrated into their life at their French
school. Our children are lucky enough to be growing up
bilingual English and French speakers and we are
determined that they shouldn’t waste that opportunity by 5
letting reading and writing in English fall by the wayside. All staff are qualified an
We hope that children who attend BEE throughout their
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French schooling will emerge as well-rounded international citizens, who are comfortable reading
and writing in both languages, and who can apply for jobs anywhere around the world!”

The teachers, all well-qualified and very experienced, are enjoying having small, well-motivated
classes of about 8 students. Moira Stephen, who teaches the iGCSE class remarked:

“It’s great being able to teach in an informal environment and to give each student individual
attention - you can really tailor a programme of study to each student - in my last school in England,
parents were paying £20,000 a year for that...what is also interesting is that our students choose to
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come to these classes when their French friends have the day off!

Where can you find BEE?

BEE is located in Roumagne, a small village in the north-west of the department of Lot-et-Garonne
(47) in south-west France.

Weekly classes and activities at BEE

e English literacy classes for ages 4-16 including
iGCSE English

e An English children’s library

e English classes for French children 4-11 taught
through music and games

e A bilingual Junior Choir

e Music discovery classes for ages 2-6

e Musical instrument tuition for ages 6+ in
recorder, hand bell, violin, clarinet, flute,

saxophone Children enjoy singing together at choir

Half term fun!

Wednesday 24th February 2010 — Drama Workshop
Wednesday 3rd March 2010 — Pottery Workshop
Wednesday 10"™ March 2010 — Storytelling Event (in conjunction with World Book Day)

For more information:

For full and updated details of any of the news items above, see www.bilingual.fr
or contact Victoria Sauron, BEE President, on 0033 (0) 6 08 85 87 60. / info@bilingual.fr
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